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From the Principal’s Desk 
 
It is hard to believe that December is here!  Students are encouraged to come to school with layers, hats, mitts, 
and boots as they are outside in excess of thirty minutes.  Please help to ensure that they are dressed 
appropriately.  As a reminder students do require footwear at all times.  Please ensure that your child has an 
indoor pair of shoes that can also be used for gym class. It is always a wonder how quickly time seems to be 
moving especially as we begin to look forward to the winter holidays.   
You have received your child’s progress report and many of you attended interviews with the teacher.  If you 
have questions or would like to follow up, please contact your child’s teacher. We continue to encourage you to 
ask your child about the new understanding that they are developing and to set some individual learning goals 
together.   
We have many exciting things happening at Aurora Grove PS.  Our intramurals are up and running daily.  Our 
grade eight students travelled to Dr. GW Williams Secondary School where they toured the school and learned 
many new things about their transition to secondary school.  Our School Council has successfully completed our 
first fundraiser.  Again this was a success due to the generous participation from you, our parents.  To date we 
have just purchased thirty chrome books, and ten mini iPads.  This new technology will be shared throughout the 
classrooms and school for all students to use.  
To encourage a positive school climate and a safe, fun learning environment for all students, Aurora Grove 
students have all been hearing consistent messaging around appropriate student behaviour.  Staff are reminding 
students to be mindful of their active play time, avoid physical contact and respect personal space.   
Together the staff have decided to introduce a ten-minute health snack time into our regularly scheduled morning 
recess break.  Students are remaining inside during the first ten minutes of recess and then proceeding outside 
for the remaining twenty minutes for active play.  This new change will ensure all of our students are given ample 
time to have a healthy snack to refuel between breakfast and lunch.   
Our holiday concert will be held on December 21th at 7pm.  The Holiday Breakfast put on by our School Council 
and we look forward to the many families who will join us.  Aurora Grove will once again be participating in a hat 
and mitt drive this holiday season.  We will be accepting new hats and mitts which can be dropped off inside the 
front doors of our school.  We would like to thank you in advance for your generous support.  
We have put on display our lost and found items.  There are many things that have gathered here and we need 
students to take a look to see what may be theirs.  As always, any unclaimed items will be donated to a local 
charity over the holidays.   
As a reminder, our parking lot gets very busy at morning drop off and afternoon pick up.  Parents are asked 
when coming into the parking lot to please park in a designated spot and walk their child to a sidewalk for safe 
entrance into the school.  Please do not drive through the bus loop or park in non designated spots.  As a 
reminder Stone Road does not allow parking/stopping on either side of the road.  To ensure the safe arrival of 
our students parents are encouraged to chose a healthy option and walk their child to school.  If you do drive 
please pull into the school parking lot to park to ensure the safe arrival of your child.   
On behalf of the staff at Aurora Grove Public School we would like to wish all families a fun, safe, and relaxing 
holiday.   
 
Extended Holidays 
Sometimes parents plan extended holidays during the school year. Parents who choose to remove a student 
from school to travel are responsible for providing the learning experiences the student has missed while away. 
Teachers are often asked to provide work for the time the student will be absent. The challenge is that the child 
will need instruction prior to being able to do the work. While not a requirement, teachers can sometimes 
assemble the work they think the child can do independently. Past experience has shown that the children rarely 
 do the work while on vacation. If you want your child to do some school-related activity while on vacation, a daily 
journal (written in French for French Immersion students), and reading a book (in French for F.I. students) are  
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great ideas. When the child returns to school, she/he will need to “catch-up” on the missed concepts taught. Parents 
will need to support this learning, as well. 
 
French Immersion Information Sessions and Registrations 
Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place at French Immersion schools on Thursday, 
January 19, 2016 at 7 p.m. Please visit YRDSB’s website in January 2017 
(http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx) to find the FI program location for your elementary 
school location. FI registration will begin January 20, 2017. Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten students 
entering Grade 1 in 2017, and wishing to enrol in the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and request an 
Office Index Card - short version. The Office Index Card must be signed by the principal of the home school. Parents 
or guardians then take this form, along with one piece of identification showing their address to the designated FI 
program location to register between January 20 and February 17, 2017. This eliminates the need to provide duplicate 
enrollment information or to pre-register.  
 
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access to all students in York Region 
and will enable YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in 
Dual Track or Single Track settings, in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community needs and optimize 
available space in our schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI program may be provided over more than one school 
during the course of a student's FI education. This will allow flexibility in addressing community needs and the 
opportunity to use existing space in schools. More information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. 
Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facility modifications or the development of new schools 
and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we work toward the long-term vision. 
Overflow refers to situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school other than their community school 
or optional program for a specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108. 
 
Kindergarten Registration to Commence January 20, 2017 
Kindergarten registration will commence on January 20, 2017 for the 2017- 2018 school year. Registration forms are 
available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who turn four or five years old during 2017, live within the 
school boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be eligible to register for kindergarten. A 
kindergarten information session for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information please visit the 
YRDSB website or contact your local school.  
 
The Annual Mitten Tree 
Again this year we will have a tree in the school office ready to be decorated with donated new mittens, gloves, hats 
and scarves. The Lions’ Club of Aurora will be picking up these items to help those in our community who may need 
these things to keep warm this winter. Items may be dropped off at the office until December 15th. 
There is a particular need for “teen” sized items. 

 
The “10 Days of Giving” Food Drive 
Students may bring in non-perishable food items to be donated to the Aurora Food Pantry. Our food drive ends 
December 15th. Watch for details to be shared in an upcoming email/flyer.  

 
Volunteering @ Aurora Grove PS  
We welcome volunteers in many aspects of school life, assisting in classrooms, reading with children, attending field 
trips, driving students to various events, etc. It is our responsibility to ensure that all volunteers comply with the Board 
requirements with respect to VSS (Vulnerable Sector Screenings), Annual Offence Declarations and the completion of 
the Confidentiality Agreement.  
If you wish to volunteer, please ensure that you have completed the Vulnerable Sector Screening through the York 
Region Police.  The application process is outlined on the York Region website www.yrp.com.  If you have any 
questions, please contact the office for assistance. 
 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrp.com/
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Wednesday, December 21st – A Day of Celebration 
8:15am - Annual Holiday Breakfast hosted by AGPS School Council 
Join in a time of community celebration during the Holiday Season. Parents, students and staff will meet in the 
gymnasium for a light breakfast. Be sure to bring a “continental delight” (breads, bagels, fruit, holiday treats) to share 
on the buffet table. Hot beverages will be served.  
7pm – Annual Holiday Concert 
Join us for performances from many of our students as well as our band as we celebrate the Holiday Season together. 

Looking Ahead... 

December 24 - January 8 inclusive - Christmas/Winter Break 
First day of school in 2017: Monday, January 9th – Day 1 
January 9 - School Council Meeting 7pm 
January 16 – Jr/Int Elective Day 
January 17, 24 & February 7 – Primary Skating Elective 
January 19 – 7pm New French Immersion Information Night 
January 20 – Kindergarten Registration and French Immersion Registration begin 
January 20 - P A Day  
January 31 – Pizza Orders due  
February 3 – P A Day 
February 20 – Family Day  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Day 4 

Giving Day 1 

2 Day 5 

Giving Day 2 

Pizza Lunch 

3 

4 5 Day 1 

Giving Day 3 

Astoria Lunch 

6 Day 2 

Giving Day 4 

7 Day 3 

Giving Day 5 

Sewing Club 

Gr 5 - 8 

8 Day 4 

Giving Day 6 

9 Day 5 

Giving Day 7 

10 

11 12 Day 1 

Giving Day 8 

Astoria Lunch 

13 Day 2 

Giving Day 9 

14 Day 3 

Giving Day 10 

15 Day 4 

Last Day for Food and 

Mitten Tree donations 

16 Day 5 

Last date for placing 

Milk and Astoria Orders 
https://

yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/ 

Pizza Lunch 

17 

18 19 Day 1 

Last Astoria Lunch 

for this session 

20    Day 2 21    Day 3 

8:15am Holiday 

Breakfast 

7pm Holiday Concert 

22 Day 4 

QSP Movie Event 

23 Day 5 

Pizza Lunch 

24 

Happy Hanukkah 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

December 2016 

DON’T MISS OUT!! 
Milk orders for January - March  

Astoria Lunch orders for January - March 

may be placed ONLINE between December 1 - 16 at 

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/ 
Sorry, No Late Orders  - Due Dec. 16th 

Pizza Lunch



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 Day 1 

Milk Program  

&  Astoria Lunch of 

new session begin 

10    Day 2 11    Day 3 12    Day 4 

Grade 8 Info Night 

at Aurora High 

13 Day 5 

Pizza Lunch 

14 

15 16 Day 1 

Jr/Int Elective Day 

Astoria Lunch 

17 Day 2 

Primary Skating 

Elective 

18    Day 3 19 Day 4 

7pm  2017-2018 

French Immersion 

Info Night  

20 P A Day 

French Immersion & 

Kindergarten  

Registration begins 

21 

22 23 Day 5 

Astoria Lunch 

24 Day 1 

Primary Skating 

Elective 

25 Day 2 

Area Jr Co-Ed 

Volleyball 

26    Day 3 27 Day 4 

Last Pizza Lunch 

of Term 1 

28 

29 30 Day 5 

Astoria Lunch 

31    Day 1  

January 2017 

DON’T MISS OUT!! 
Pizza Lunch orders for February - June 
may be placed ONLINE between December 19 - January 31 at 

https://yrdsb.schoolcashonline.com/ 
Sorry, No Late Orders  - Due January 31st 



 

Spirit of Giving 2016 
Aurora Grove Public School 

“10 Days of Giving” Food Drive 
Aurora Grove Public School  

will be running its annual food drive for the 2016 Holiday Season. 
 

The Food Drive will begin Thursday December 1st and continue until Wednesday December 14th. 
 

Each day our school will be collecting particular items in order to make sure we cover all the 
needs of our community.  All donations will go to the Aurora Food Pantry. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mitten, Hat and Scarf Tree 
 

It has become tradition at Aurora Grove to have a 
tree in the school office, ready to be decorated with 

new mittens, gloves, hats and scarves.  
The Lions’ Club of Aurora will be picking up these 

items to help those in need in our community. 
Help someone stay warm this winter! 

 
 

 

 

 

Day 1  Thursday December 1  Soup and Crackers 
Day 2  Friday December 2   Rice, Pasta and Sauce 
Day 3  Monday December 5  Canned Fruit & Veggies 
Day 4  Tuesday December 6     Breakfast Foods and Cereal 
Day 5  Wednesday December 7  Baby Food and Needs 
Day 6  Thursday December 8  Meal in a Box/Can 
Day 7  Friday December 9   Cookies and Snacks 
Day 8   Monday December 12             Juices, Tea and Coffee 
Day 9  Tuesday December 13  Personal Hygiene Products 
Day 10  Wednesday December 14 Bathroom Tissue & Diapers 
 
 
 



 
Creativity Thrives Here | Arts Mackenzie Applications for September 2017 
 
Why apply to Arts Mackenzie?  Please click on this link for additional information about the opportunities, courses, and 
experiences offered by Arts Mackenzie: http://bit.ly/WhyApplyToArtsMackenzie   
 
Applications for Arts Mackenzie are due in less than two weeks. Click on http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie to start your 
application today.  All applications, including supplementary application material, are due to Alexander Mackenzie High 
School by December 9, 2016.  
 
Benefits of Enhancing Your Secondary School Experience with Arts Mackenzie:  

• Specialized arts programming  
• Professional guest artist workshops from Canada’s top artistic organizations  
• Arts field trips and cross-curricular opportunities  
• A kinaesthetic instructional approach to acquiring traditional, digital and financial 

literacy skills 
• The arts can nurture creativity, build confidence, perseverance, focus, collaboration, 

critical thinking and higher order thinking skills 
• Graduate with OSSD and YRDSB Specialized Arts Certificate  

 
A Word About References:  
 
The Arts Mackenzie application is incomplete without an academic and arts reference.  This year, academic and arts 
referees are to complete the online reference form found at http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie.  References only need to submit 
online and do not need to submit a paper copy to the school.   
 
For more information, please visit http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie  or contact Cathy Clarke, Head of Performing 
Arts, at arts.alexandermackenzie@yrdsb.ca 



 

ARTS Mackenzie Online Application

1 |Go to  
http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie

scroll down

more 
information

All applications are to be completed electronically by December 9, 2016

2 |Application Form for Parents 
and Students to Complete

read and scroll

http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie
http://bit.ly/ARTSMackenzie


All applications are to be completed electronically by December 9, 2016

ARTS Mackenzie Online Application

3 |Arts Reference for  
Teacher to Complete

4 |Academic Reference for 
Teacher to Complete

5 |Signature Page Required to 
Verify Teacher ReferencesNEW



Wednesday, December 7, 2016 • 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Aurora Town Hall • Aurora Seniors’ Centre (100 John West Way)

905-726-4762 • aurora.ca/TreeLighting #AuroraTreeLighting

Please note, we reserve the right to cancel, amend or change activities

REINDEER

Tree lighting countdown with Santa at 6:45 p.m.

Christmas carols, live theatre, fi re juggler performance

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas reading with Mrs. Claus

Complimentary hot chocolate when you bring 
a food donation for the Salvation Army



Presents: 

An Evening on Understanding Strategies to Connect with our Children  

living with Learning Disabilities and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder 

A workshop on how to use the tools that therapists implement  
to help children develop the emotional and neurological  
hardware they need to deal with whatever life throws at them!  
As the author of Connected Parenting, Jennifer will discuss her  
CALM technique which helps to de-escalate behaviour while  
building trust and increasing emotional resilience in children. 
 

About the Author 

Jennifer Kolari, M.S.W, R.S.W., author and founder of 
Connected Parenting is a therapist who has been helping 
children, teens and families get connected for 20 years.  

Teaching techniques used by therapists, Connected 
Parenting empowers parents to use mirroring and 
empathy to attune to their child’s feelings. This helps to 
set limits, shift negative behaviours and avoid ugly power 

struggles. Parents learn to help their children and teenagers organize 
and control their emotions – so they become more confident and 
emotionally resilient. 

Sponsored By: 

Workshop: Connected Parenting Strategies as it pertains to LD/ADHD 
Presented By: Jennifer Kolari from Connected Parenting 

Time: 
Wednesday April 26th 2017 

6:30pm — 8:00pm 
 

Location: 
York Catholic District  

School Board Head Office 
320 Bloomington Road West 

Aurora, ON L4G 0M1 
 

Cost: 
   $10.00 LDAYR members 

   $15.00 Non-LDAYR members  
 

Workshop fees are transferable  
and non-refundable. 

 

How to Register: 
Register by: April 21st  

905-884-7933 x 23 

info@ldayr.org 

www.ldayr.org  

Connected PARENTING 

mailto:info@ldayr.org
http://www.ldayr.org/


UNDERSTANDING  LEARNING  DISABILIT IES ,  ATTENTION  

D ISORDERS ,  AND  MENTAL  HEALTH  AWARENESS  

STRATEGIES  

Workshop Information: 

The workshop will help parents and students 

better understand Learning Disabilities. 
 

 What Learning Disabilities and ADHD are  

 How to advocate for a child/youth with LD  

and/or ADHD 

 How to teach self-advocacy skills 

 Problem solving models 

 Building resiliency and well-being skills 

 Mental Health awareness and stress 

management strategies 

 LDAYR programs/services to support  

children, youth, and families 

Presentation Speakers:  

 

Renee Flannery (LDAYR) is a 

Resource Facilitator with the 

LDAYR. Renee has provided 

support and guidance to 

parents for over 20 years. 

 

Stephanie Gatti (LDAYR) is a 

Program Coordinator and 

Resource Facilitator at the 

LDAYR.  

 

 

 

 

 
Date:  Tues. Dec 6th 2016  

 

Time:   6:30pm - 8:30pm 

 

Location: 
       YRDSB Community     

   Education Centre North   

130 Carlson Dr.                                

Newmarket, ON  

L3Y 5H3 

For more information and to  

register please contact:  
 

YRDSB 

905-895-5155 ext. 144 
Pauline Costello 

pauline.costello@yrdsb.ca    
 

YRDSB 

905-895-5155 ext. 212  

Jennifer Gillespie  

jennifer.gillespie@yrdsb.ca 
 

LDAYR   

905-884-7933 ext. 24  

Stephanie Gatti 

info@ldayr.org  

 
 

presented by: 

Learning Disabilities Association of York Region  
 

in collaboration with: 

Inclusive School and Community Services 

York Region District School Board 
 
 

 
Date:  Thurs. Dec 8th 2016  

 

Time:   6:30pm - 8:30pm 

 

Location: 

R L Graham Public School 

70 Biscayne  

Keswick, ON 

L4P 3M8                       

* Free event.  

* Light refreshments provided. 

* Free child-minding is available upon request. 

* Students are welcome to attend  the workshop with    

   their parents. 
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